PRESS RELEASE
National School Sport Week: Organisation name backs campaign for biggest ever week of school sports days this summer
[organisation name] is preparing to join the Youth Sport Trust, schools, teachers, and parents across the UK to get behind a national summer of school sports days after a year in which young people had their worlds turned upside down.
School sports days and competitions were all but cancelled last year amid the global pandemic. 
Since young people returned to school, the Youth Sport Trust has been working with other sports organisations to help promote an active recovery – harnessing the power of sport and play to help young people to reconnect and recover.
Now the children’s charity has announced its annual campaign, National School Sport Week, is back running under the theme of Together Again. It wants to encourage as many schools, families, and communities as possible to pledge to holding a Together Again school sport day between 19 and 25 June. 
[organisation name] will be taking part in the week by [Insert organisation info about involvement].
Insert organisation quote
Everyone who signs up to National School Sport Week will receive free resources from the Youth Sport Trust, including the ultimate guide to staging an inclusive sports day, top tips on harnessing the power of sport to bring young people together and advice on how to give young people a voice in organising their sports days. 

[bookmark: _Hlk40771060]Youth Sport Trust Chief Executive Ali Oliver said: 
“We are so happy to announce the launch of this year’s National School Sport Week and to have the support of [insert organisation name]. With the planned lifting of restrictions, we hope this June will see a summer of refocussed Together Again school sport days, celebrating togetherness and helping young people to recover from a year like no other.
“Sports days don’t have to be about being the best, strongest or quickest, they are a celebration of bringing us together and learning key skills like communication, empathy, teamwork and resilience.
“To support every child to recover from the effects of the pandemic, National School Sport Week will be a truly collective national effort with schools, sporting organisations, and families up and down the country playing their part. Sport has such a crucial role to play in promoting young people’s wellbeing and we can’t wait to see young people, families and friends come together again.”
This year, National School Sport Week is partnering with the Together campaign to bring the themes to life for young people through sport.  
For more information and to join [insert organisation name] in signing up to take part in this summer’s National School Sport Week go to: www.youthsporttrust.org/national-school-sport-week.
ENDS
Notes to editor:
Insert partner contact for further media enquiries.
 
For more information and media enquiries around National School Sport Week: Together Again and the Youth Sport Trust, please contact Isabel Dunmore in the press office on 07825065195 or Isabel.dunmore@youthsporttrust.org
The official hashtag for the campaign is #NSSW2021
About National School Sport Week 
 
Children’s charity the Youth Sport Trust started the annual National School Sport Week campaign in 2008 and it has run every year since. Last year the campaign was repositioned as National School Sport Week at Home and, with many young people not in school, families were invited to take part at home for the first time. With the help of Sky Sports, it reached 2 million people. National School Sport Week is run in association with European School Sports Day, which this year will take place on 24 September. 
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