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Have there been any challenges?

Young people aren’t aware of baseball as a sport and don’t have many opportunities to access baseball outside of school. As a school, it also
competes with cricket and there is a cricket club across the road which makes cricket more accessible and visible. We also only have a small

playground and not much outdoor space, so we have been playing baseball inside. It means the ball bounces off the wall, which adds an extra
dimension to play!
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Who have you involved? What have you delivered? (continued)

We also attended the Baseball festival with Northamptonshire Sport at their Summer Games on Thursday 4th July 2024, the children moved
around different stations in the morning and had 3 games in the afternoon. This gave them the opportunity to showcase the skills they had
learned and enjoy the game.

Have there been any challenges?

The baseball after school club was extremely popular! We soon discovered that with 38 children we needed help, so another colleague joined
us each week to support with the club. This allowed us to have one side of the field for games and the other side to continue with the card of
the week. This enabled us to have smaller groups of children and for us to monitor and help where needed with implementing the correct
posture, stance, follow through for each task.

| think the children enjoyed the club because everyone was starting on an even footing, nobody knew how to play already so everyone learned
together. When the register was taken the children were divided into 4 different teams all mixed throughout the different age groups. They then
chose a team name based on that week’s cards and would stay in that team for the whole lesson.
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https://www.northantsbaseball.co.uk/news/outreach-programme-2860664.html
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Have there been any challenges?
Children have enjoyed taking part and it has been well received but some of the plastic bats haven't held up well to consistent use. Other than

that, we haven't encountered any barriers to participation. A lack of opportunities to compete and/or a link to a local club would be barriers to us
progressing the sport locally.
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Have there been any challenges?
It's better for the young people to split into smaller groups; we found that 6-8 in a group with a Young Sports Leader each worked really well.

However, for this, more equipment is needed. For example, with more batting tees more young people could practise batting at the same
time. The environment in which the session is being delivered also has a big influence in terms of the amount and type of space available.

Without the Young Sports Leaders supporting the primary school teachers, it could be that teachers struggle to remember the training and
be confident in what they are implementing — particularly for non-specialist PE teachers. The Young Sports Leaders have offered to create

video resources to support teachers with this moving forwards to help with this.
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Have there been any challenges?

It was very much learning with the children but that can add value to the experience. The equipment provided is a good starting point, but the tee
broke very early on despite being used only for the purposes intended, 2 of the larger balls which we use with special needs pupils popped so it

has been a bit disappointing that the durability has let us down. We look after equipment and only usually need to replace when things wear out.
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Stories from Young People
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