
 

Case Study 

St. Bernadette’s in Harrow were aware that not all of their pupils had met the 
National Curriculum swimming standard through curriculum entitlement so 
decided to use some of their Primary PE and School Sports Premium funding 
to top for these pupils. They contacted their leisure centre and arranged for an 
intensive course of lessons to be provided for pupils who had not met the 
expected standard, during the February half-term.  

There were 28 children that attended these sessions, the swimming instructors 

noted the distances that the pupils could swim and the school were able to 

update their swimming records. Given the level of interest and appreciation 

from parents and the positive impact the lessons had on our pupils, our 

school is planning to provide the same offer again next year.  

The feedback received from the parents has been very positive. Some are 

delighted that the school are putting more focus on swimming as they feel that 

it is an essential life skill, while others have stated that they think it is a great 

idea that we are placing extra focus on the children that are finding it difficult 

to swim.  

We really want all of our pupils to meet the national curriculum requirement of 

being able to swim 25m. Swimming is a life skill, therefore we have used some 

of our sports premium to provide a whole extra term of weekly swimming 

lessons for any pupil who has not yet been able to swim this distance 

unaided. Headteacher 

 I am looking forward to receiving the extra lessons in the summer term as I 

don't get the chance to practice out of school. I think that I will definitely help 

to improve my swimming technique. Pupil 

We are more than happy to assist in any way we can, and will do our upmost 

to facilitate with the development of their swimming programme. Providing the 

extra lessons for a target group of pupils can only benefit the school and 



those individuals involved. We will do our best to help them in every way we 

can. Swimming Coach 

St Bernadette’s has planned summer intervention too. The Premium funding 
will cover the cost of transport, the pool hire, and the swimming instructor for 
terms summer 1 and summer 2. The school has looked at all of the data 
provided from the swimming instructors to select the children that will need 
this intervention. They will exclusively undertake the whole summer term of 
extra lessons which will hopefully get them in line with the others in their year 
group. 

 


