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Identifying and supporting gifted 
and talented primary dance pupils



• To be able to identify gifted and talented 
dance pupils –performers, choreographers 
and leaders

• To be able to support talented dance pupils in 
the primary phase

• Using a case study to show the development 
of gifted and talented dance with in a 
partnership of schools

• Catering for gifted and talented pupils 
(discussion)

Aims of the session



Do pupils -

ÅExtend and finish off movements 

properly. 

ÅPerform dances and movements with 

focus (looking outward).

ÅProject themselves (energy).

ÅHave a good range of flexibility.

ÅHave a good movement memory.
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When working on group tasks

do pupils -

ÅHave many ideas

ÅLike to put forward ideas for 

the whole class and/or their 

individual group

ÅFeel comfortable being at the 

front of class and leading 

some activities
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Catering for gifted and talented 

dance pupils within the lesson
ÅInclusive activity ïthe same activity is used and 

differentiation occurs via outcome

ÅModified activity ïpupils receive extra instructions 
and tasks are added to or adapted to cater for them 

ÅParallel activity ïpupils work on same activity but 
are grouped in ability groups

ÅSeparate activity ïpupils work on a different task



Case study

Å Pupils were identified by staff using the criteria sent to Primary Schools 

(year 5 & 6)

Å Pupils were invited to Secondary school for FREE weekly class

Å Teachers worked on ïperformance qualities, choreography and leadership 
through a variety of styles of dance

Å Pupils performed at dance festivals locally and regionally

Å Pupils attended a London theatre and dance residential
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Catering for gifted and talented 

pupils!

Dance isnôt for all pupilôs so how do we engage

pupils who are gifted and talented in other

subject areas other than dance?



Thank you for listening 

Please ask any questions!


